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H. THOMAS HICKERSON, JOAN K. LIPPINCOTT
and LEONORA CREMA, editors

Elements of a Partnership: The Role of the
Architect and the Role of the Librarian

In this chapter, I have provided my observations regarding the way architects and designers think, the language that
they use, and some of the driving preoccupations that they will likely bring to the design of your library space. At
this point, I think it will be useful to reflect on roles that both the architect and the client play in the creation of a
successful library project. Designers will design the project, and though they will bring their own prior knowledge,
experience, and inspiration to the table, they are professionally bound to help you realize your project objectives and
aspirations and need vour effective participation in the process to succeed. In my profession, we often observe that
there is no great design without a great client. What do we mean by this? Invariably it comes down to a productive
and mutually inspiring relationship that assumes good communication and clear perspectives and priorities. The
client must know what they want and know how to communicate it in terms that the architect can translate into
a design. In both the ambition and the communication there must be specificity and commitment. Libraries are
programmatically and culturally complex, as they draw on a broad range of users, and achieving clarity of purpose
requires a good deal of reflection and hard work both with your architect and before you even meet them.
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The Puzzle Box
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The Puzzle Box




The Puzzle Box




Hazel McCallion Academic Learning Centre
University of Toronto, Mississauga, 2007

I

Wi
1
!







Hazel McCallion Academic Learning Centre

Univers ityof Toronto, Mississauga, 2007
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Colour Theory
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1. Existing library building and parking lot. 2. Siting of new building allows existing library to remain in 3. Once new library is opened, existing library is demolished,
operation through construction. new parking lot doubles as market square.
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c. views / Key program

d.
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Blanket Statement



Dawes Road Library, Toronto, with Smoke Architects, 2026

A Gift

The creation and gifting of a star blanket wraps around the respect and
admiration of everyone in the community physically and spiritually.

It's made and gifted to honour a significant achievement that
contributes to the community.

Dawes Road Library, Toronto, Ontario, 2025
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Resulting Pattern Logic
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Zahner Workflow

-----------------‘

' :
'
' - w0 ALUMINUM JAMB
i | “
' :
- i O ALUMINUM FIN
' i
=|uwm¢ll ]
.----------------‘
O----------------‘ b
1 i Vo
: I 5 SHEATING
' = ~ g
< <
i ! FR
' ] s / N
: : ‘~/ Ny
'
1 ' H S
v .
L 2AVALUATION - RATIONALZATION : P
.----------------' ":. -~
' - Sy
D PR o e —— ! b <
' - = S y \"'
) i 3
1 ! 0 4
55 1 . <
) bE ! &
1 :
'
\ JesTvATE 1 q

.----------------’

FORMED T [\‘-.

pe == ] s
~FLAT ° —/ \
WATERJET ALUMINUM C PT/DT ALUMINUM EXTRUSION




R
N /_u7
NN




RPN [ TRCra o TR

CRATR RG] il

L ECCCERRCEL L =i 7
4’-1"" Hl'.l’ql. r
2 ; -

AT













View from the east




Gl cMesigns worthy of your dreams
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